
The Confederate States of America initially had no provision for spiritual welfare of their soldiers.  It was not until Georgia Congressman Francis S. Bartow introduced Bill 102 on 3 May 1861 that the subject was addressed.  This bill gave the president the right to appoint chaplains to as many regiment, brigade, and/or posts as he deemed expedient.


This new law set the salary of the chaplain at $85 per month.  There was no provision for rations, forage, uniforms, rank, or duties in this legislation.  The salary was reduced to $50 per month on 16 May 1861 – reasoning for this reduction:  the chaplain only worked one day a week.  It was not until nearly a year later (19 April 1862) that the salary of the chaplain was raised to $80.  31 August 1862 a revision to the law was passed that allowed for rations (that of a private).  On 22 Jan 1864, CSA congress granted chaplains forage for their horses (if he had one.)


As previously stated, the original bill set out no guidelines as to duties (required/forbidden or even conduct of religious services), uniforms, insignia, rank, and most importantly – it did not establish any criteria as to age, education, or ecclesiastical endorsement.  The question of bearing arms was also not addressed in the law.


The matter of arms was typically left to the commanding officer in each unit to which the chaplain was appointed (or elected).  Most commanders consented to the chaplain carrying a sidearm or sword, but rarely – if ever – was the chaplain authorized to carry a musket.  There are many reports of chaplains who did become combatants, but this the exception rather than the rule.


As to the attire of the chaplain:  They wore whatever they could put their hands on.  Since the government of CSA did not provide guidelines for uniforms (or the uniform) the chaplains’ dress was as varied as their duties.  One chaplain was recorded to have developed a uniform so ornate that his commander ordered him to dress it down.  Others wore simple grey trousers, a plain grey jacket, hats and leather goods as they could acquire.  Many chaplains wore the same suits they were accustomed to wearing in civilian ministry.  


The insignia on the uniforms was also a varied collection.  The chaplains of Lt. Gen. Jackson’s 2nd Corps ANV agreed to place their insignia on both collars of their jackets – a “C” inside a ½ olive branch wreath.  The Army of Tennessee’s chaplains agreed upon a simple Maltese cross, again on both collars of the jacket.  Still others chose to use a simple Latin cross inside the ½ olive branch wreath.  There is no standard by which one can judge the uniform or insignia of the Confederate Chaplain.  Many identified themselves, on the field, by carrying a staff upon which a simple cross was placed.  This staff was recognized by soldiers of both sides and served as a walking stick as well.


Many commanders, i.e. Lt. Gen. T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson believed his chaplains should remain in the rear praying for the victory and souls of his soldiers.  Others felt the chaplain should be in the rear assisting surgeons at the hospitals.  Many of the soldiers held little regard for chaplains who would not be at the front facing the same deprivations and hardships as they.  


The records indicate that a large number of Southern ministers served as officers or enlisted soldiers.  Most notable of these were Lt. General [Bishop] Leonidas Polk (KIA at Pine Mt. GA 14 Jun 1864), and Col. [Rev. Dr.] William Preston Johnston (Gen. Lee’s chief of artillery) among many others.  One regiment from Arkansas was known as “The Parsons Regiment” due to the large number of ministers and ministerial students in the unit.  When there was no official chaplain in a unit these clergymen served both as military men and ministers of the Gospel of Christ.

The importance of Christianity in the South is emphasized in the extreme amount of documentation concerning churches and/or denominations.  The period prior to the outbreak of hostilities was marked with division of major denominations in the country.  Most notable of these divisions were:  Methodist (Methodist Episcopal Church South), Southern Baptist, removal from the Episcopal Church in America by the Protestant Episcopal Church, Cumberland Presy, Southern Presy..


There were four designations of religious practioners within the Confederate Army:  


Chaplain – regularly appointed/elected military position

Missionary – ordained and/or lay ministers paid by local 

Churches to provide spiritual needs to soldiers.  They

 functioned as chaplains but had no military standing.


Evangelist – Civilian minister holding revival services and/or

 worship services within the camps.  These men spent

 from a few days to several weeks with the troops.

Colporteurs – sent by denominations/local churches, main duty
 to distribute religious literature.  Lay or clergy.

Military chaplains are the main thrust of this paper.  These men were those who performed religious services, and other ministries, for the soldiers.  The typical chaplain entered military service because (in the words of Charles F. Pitts in Chaplains in Gray), “He believed that he had a commission from God to serve Him in the army and a duty to his country to serve as best he could.”  The typical duties performed by this group are as varied as the number of days during which they served.  Religious services were held daily – either regular worship or prayer meetings as situation allowed.  It is this group of men that so much is still unknown – but who provided so much material that has expanded our knowledge of the War of Southern Independence.  


In addition to preaching whenever and wherever they could these men also served as assistants to the field surgeons, letter writers, ambulance drivers, counselors, attorneys, literacy teachers, and bearers of death notices.   One chaplain, G. B. Overton of the 2nd KY Inf, was seen kneeling and praying with wounded soldiers while under heavy enemy fire.  The field chaplain was at risk – approximately 26 died as a result of combat.  It was not unusual for chaplains to be in situation requiring them to make decisions about whether or not to leave wounded men or being taken prisoner with them.  A number of our Confederate chaplains were in fact taken prisoner.  They were not always treated with respect or as non-combatants.  There are no indications of Union chaplains being mistreated when taken prisoner.  Most of the Federal chaplains captured were in fact released to return to minister to their troops. 
Notable clergymen came forward as did pastors from country churches.  The M. E. Church South’s Kentucky Bishop H. H. Kavanaugh continued serving as an active bishop while chaplain of the 6th KY Inf.  It was not unusual for these chaplains to continue working with the denominational headquarters of their respective religious groups.  


Not all chaplains were without their combat engagements.  Rev. I. T. Tichenor of an Alabama regiment wrote in his memories that he “killed a colonel, a major, and four privates” while at the battle of Shiloh.  This is probably the most significant combat role recorded.


 I have been able to identify a short list of chaplains who ministered to our “Orphans” from Kentucky.  Some of these are known only by last name.
Rev. Holterfield was with the 12th KY Cav; Rev’s Pickett and Riddle served the “Kentucky Brigade”; Bishop HH Kavanaugh pastored the 6th KY Inf.; J. B. McCutheon with the 7th KY Inf; Rev. G. B. Overton in the 2nd KY Inf; Father Bleimel served the mostly Roman Catholic 4th KY Inf.; and last but not least – Rev. William Lykins was the chaplain of the Eastern KY “Sangdiggers”, the 5th KY Inf.

(JUDGE) WILLIAM BRUCE LYKINS (child of Nancy Jane Williams and David
J. Lykins) 
b. 28 Feb 1811 Floyd Co. KY d. 21 May 1893 (buried
Walnut Grove Cem., Caney Cem. #3, Caney, Morgan Co. KY) m. 1st  21
Nov 1829 to Prudence Barker b. 14 Mar 1811 NC d. 15 Jan 1889
Caney, Morgan Co. KY, dau of John Barker and Jane Porter. 
He was the first Judge of Morgan Co. KY (1850), was surveyor in 1828,
established the Regular Baptist Church at Cannel City, KY. He served as minister of the Walnut Grove Church for over 33 years and was a southern sympathizer during the Civil War. He and his five sons enlisted in the Confederate Army in October of 1861. He entered as a Private but was soon appointed Chaplain of the 5th KY Inf. Marshalls Brigade, Army of Southwestern Virginia. Chaplain Lykins served with the 5th KY throughout the entire war then returned to his home in what was then known as Walnut Grove, Morgan Co. KY.  He is buried in the old Caney Cemetery in Morgan Co. KY. He lived at the head of Caney Creek at Walnut Grove on Stacy Fork, Morgan Co. KY.  The Colonel Ben Caudill camp SCV has placed memorial stones on Chaplain Lykins’ grave as well the graves of his five sons.


The Confederate Army was the first to have an officially recognized black chaplain – “Uncle Lewis” was duly elected by a TN regiment at Shiloh and served them until war’s end.  A Cherokee who had been converted to Christianity, “Unaguskie”, served as chaplain to a Cherokee regiment.  Representation by denomination is one number that has been established without much argument.  The Methodist Episcopal Church South sent the most Chaplains; clergymen from the Presbyterian denominations were second; Baptists (of various doctrines) and priest from the Protestant Episcopal Church tied for third; Roman Catholic priests fourth and a number of other denominations/sects followed.  This varied doctrinal stand did not interfere with the preaching of the Gospel of Christ or ministering to the spiritual/secular needs of the soldiers.  Denominationalism was not supported by commanders. 


The 2nd Corps of the ANV had more chaplains than any other unit in the army.  This being Gen Stonewall Jackson’s Corps standards for chaplains were high.  Gen Jackson stated: “Denominational distinctions should be kept out of view, and not touched upon.  And, as a general rule, I do not think that a chaplain who would preach denominational sermons should be in the army. . . .  I would like to see no question asked in the army of what denomination a chaplain belongs to; but let the question be, “Does he preach the Gospel.”

While chaplains encouraged individual soldiers to unite with a local congregation, and sent letters to home churches indicating that a soldier had been converted/baptized and desired membership in that church, there were chaplains that formed military “churches.”  “The Army Church” was organized by Methodist chaplain Bishop E. M. Marvin.  This was an interdenominational fellowship not intended to take the place of the local church membership.  Any soldier who had professed Christ as Savior, been baptized and willing to accept a short statement of belief was eligible for membership.  A similar organization was established in the Army of Northern Virginia, this was the “Christian Association.”


The greatest period of revival within the Confederate Army came between 1863-1864.  It was during this period that several General and Staff officers were converted.  The notable convertees were Generals; Ewell, Pender, Hood, ‘Dick’ Anderson, Rodes, Paxton, and W. H. S. Baylor.

The revival of the war years carried over into the post-war life of the South.  This is where we became known as the “Bible Belt.”  Interesting note to the behavior of Southern vs. Northern troops in the conduct of hostilities – there is no recorded incident of Rebel troops destroying or desecrating Northern houses of worship; nearly 500 Southern churches were destroyed.  Many other churches were used, by Yankees, as stables for their horses or other such disrespectful uses.  General R. E. Lee issued strict orders to his troops during the PA campaign that no house of worship was to be violated.


At war’s end, Southern ministers who had served in the Confederate Army were required to sign a loyalty oath prior to being allowed to preach.  The Methodist Episcopal Church (North) sought to have all preachers assigned to churches by Southern bishops removed by Federal troops.
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