Letcher County Fiscal Court

Letcher County Courthouse

Main Street

Whitesburg, KY  41858

July 10, 2006

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honor to submit the following for your knowledge and approval the following:

The monument honoring those souls buried at the rediscovered Whitesburg Civil War Hospital Cemetery, located at the mouth of Sandlick (Graveyard Holler), is being engraved this week.  We will have a bench, the prayer found on a dead Confederate soldier entitled, “I Asked God” and a 3’by 6’ marker placed on the apex of the plot.  Monies raised by the ‘Camp’ funded the project.

In order to finish the Pound Gap Memorial Project to reach a national audience, our vision is to have the following agenda completed:

1. Parking to be expanded.  A survey is being completed and will be submitted to the Kentucky Department of Transportation for approval.  Once approved, the cost of a minimum of 5 additional parking places will be submitted for consideration, if applicable.

2. To tie the project in with the proposed Welcome Center, we are looking for future funds to build walkways, steps and other needed items to allow the tourist a way in which to walk from the Welcome Center to the Monument and back.  A series of smaller monuments honoring those men and women of different wars could be placed along the walkway.  Also along the trail, different trees, wildflowers, genealogical importance and other area interests would be designated.

3. A security system (cameras) is needed to safeguard the present monuments and other valued items already in existence at Pound Gap.

4. We have obtained permission to place a nightlight on the mountain and the cost will be approximately $20 a month.  The light pole should be installed within the next 2 weeks.

5. A boxed in scenic overlook is envisioned to give the tourist a grand view of the beautiful mountain vista that is prevalent on the mountain.

6. A walking trail and/or horseback riding trail needs to be developed towards Raven Rock to draw tourist for all over the country.  With such breath taking views, the reputation of the mountain would be greatly enhanced.  This could also be connected with a park linking the Pine Mountain Trail, The Pound Gap Monument, The Artisan Center, the Amphitheatre, Killing Rock and the Old Train Tunnel.  The perfect location for the park would be at the Raven Rocks (Pickett’s Rock) that are currently owned by TECO.

The estimated cost over the next 5 years of all said projects would be $25,000 pending donations of land, volunteers working to enhance the area, and other funds raised via the Ben Caudill Camp. 

I thank you for your time and vision.  For the sacred principles that we must maintain, I Remain Your Obedient Servant,

David Chaltas, Commander/Kentucky Division Chaplain

Ben Caudill Camp #1629

Box 1102 

Whitesburg, KY 41858
Battle of Leatherwood:  Historical Overview

On October 19, 1862 men From Col. Ben Caudill's 13th Ky. Cavalry CSA Company B came to Brashearville (Cornettsville) to forage for food and salt. While on this mission, they were attacked by members of the Harlan Co. Home Guard USA.  The men of Caudill's 13th Ky. CSA Company B were boys from Letcher and Perry counties who came together in this unit to fight for what they believed in.  On October 27-29, 2006 the War Between the States will once again be fought on the grounds of Brashearville. The celebration of our local history will also be brought to Letcher Co. The Grand Military Ball for the event will be held at the Historic Stuart Robinson Campus located on the Cavalry Campus at Letcher, Kentucky.  Dr. Guarrent (Confederate) and General Howard (Union) founded Stuart Robinson to assist in the education of post war Appalachia.  

 

This is another opportunity for the citizens of Letcher and Perry to unite in a common cause.  Our common cause is expanding our attractions for an untapped tourist resource; that of thousands devoted to learning about the War Between the States.  And we have many War Between the States attractions in our two counties. Among these are the Pound Gap Monument, the recently rediscovered Whitesburg Confederate Cemetery, the Historic Stuart Robinson Campus and the Battles of Pound Gap, Colley, Defeated Creek, and two battles of Whitesburg.  Let us (Letcher and Perry Counties) work together in an effort of preserving our rich history, while celebrating our heritage and developing tourist attractions within our area that will draw people from other parts of the country to our locations.     

