Lincoln  Memorial  University

LMU Auditorium

Harrogate, Tennessee 

Proudly Presents

SHADOWS OF GETTYSBURG

Playwright: David Chaltas

CAST:

Abraham Lincoln:  Dennis Boggs

General Meade:  Stan Dalton

General Longstreet:  Bill White

General Jackson:  Dan Buckner

Robert E. Lee:  David Chaltas

Colonel Taylor:  Danny Taylor

Confederate Officer/Lee’s Staff:  Jerry Parsons

Confederate Soldier/Courier:  Ronnie Bowling

Meades Aide De Camp:  Jeremy Ray

Aide to Lincoln:  Hoot Wiles

Gamelial Bradford:  Roger Kelly

Battle Hymn of the Republic:  Janice Derreberry

Invocation/Benediction:  Reverend Penn

Supporting Cast:  Jesse Parsons, Zak Wiles

Dixie and Amazing Grace by Janice Derriberry
ACT I

THE PRELUDE

SETTING:  CASHTOWN
Soldiers and his generals surround General Lee, as they ponder over the maps and upon the latest scouting reports.

General Longstreet (Bill White):  “General Lee, it is my understanding that the enemy is quickly approaching from the south and will soon intercept our forces.”  

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “From all reports submitted by our scouts and those friendly to the cause, I must concur.  Currently we are here, gentlemen (points to the map), at Cashtown and those people will be crossing South Mountain.  I wish to avoid an engagement at all costs.  We must be able to choose the location that is best suited for victory.  Sir, what is the next town to the south of us?”

Colonel Marshall, staff officer (Jerry Parsons):  “Gettysburg sir.  It is a hub with many roads leading to it.  All roads lead to it.  General Heth is currently there looking for shoes for the boys.”

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “General Longstreet, do send a dispatch to General Heth, directing him to avoid a conflict at all hazards until it is time.   Colonel Marshall, kindly send a courier to find the whereabouts of JEB Stuart.  He is the ‘eyes’ of this army.”

A colonel acting as a courier (Ronnie Bowling) comes running in with a dispatch, salutes Colonel Taylor, and hands the dispatch to Colonel Walter H. Taylor (Danny Taylor).  

Courier (Jesse):  “Sir, I have an pressing dispatch from General Heth for General Lee.”

Colonel Taylor returns salute, reads it and immediately carries it to General Lee.  

Colonel Walter H. Taylor (Danny Taylor):  “Excuse me sir, I have an urgent dispatch from General Heth asking for reinforcements.”

General Lee is handed the dispatch and is visibly upset.

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “Did General Heth not understand my directive to avoid a full engagement with the enemy?  Was I not clear in my orders?  Gentlemen, I fear that it has begun.  May a kind Providence guide us as we walk into the shadows of Gettysburg.”

General Longstreet (Bill White):  “Sir, I do not believe it wise to go to the enemy but think it more prudent to have them come to us.  This would allow us time to maybe get between them and Washington.  In that manner we would cut them off and make Washington howl.”

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “General Longstreet, if we did outflank those people and became entrenched between Washington and the army, that would put us between two forces, and if we are in a defensive position, where would we have room to maneuver?  No Pete, we do not have the luxury of choice.  Our army is in Gettysburg, and we must send reinforcements.”

General Longstreet (Bill White):  “General Lee, I do not believe we are properly prepared to offer an assault on such forces.  As you are well aware, I do not like to go into battle with only one boot on.    

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “General Longstreet:  The enemy is here.  Though we did not wish this to occur, we are engaged, and we will either whip them or they will whip us.  I wonder if General Hooker is in command of those people?  Their actions indicate a new general has been appointed, and I fear they will find one that we don’t fully understand.”

General Longstreet (Bill White):  “I do wish General Jackson was here with us this day.”

The light fades as all nod in reflection of Jackson…

General Jackson (Danny Buckner) reflects, “But General Longstreet, I am here.  I walk the very fields with my brave boys.  I am there with the 1st Brigade. I stand beside Ewell as he leads ALL my boys that are first in the heart of this general.  I ride the wind next to the gallant JEB Stuart.  I am with the artillery batteries that are demonstrating with precision the skills that I taught them.  I am the right arm of General Lee.  I am here, sir.  My spirit lingers and I AM here.”
ACT II
LINCOLN’S REFLECTIONS

SETTING:  OVAL OFFICE
President Lincoln (Dennis Boggs) is sitting at his desk openly lamenting the forthcoming battle, realizing that if General Lee is not checked, Washington may well fall.  Enters his aide  (Hoot Wiles) with the latest telegram from the front.

Aide: (Hoot Wiles): Mr. President, Sir, the latest telegram from General Meade’s headquarters.

Lincoln reads the telegram and laments the war effort and ponders the fate of the nation, as two giants collide…

The light fades as Lincoln buries his face in his massive hands…

ACT III

MEADE TAKES COMMAND

Setting: Gettysburg Encampment 

General Meade is looking through his field glasses.  He turns and talks to his aides.

General Meade (Stan Dalton):  “Gentlemen, I can see it as plain as if I had General Lee’s battle plans in my hand like General McClellan did at Antietam.  General Lee will engage us all up and down the line probing for our weakness.  He will sense the area of the fishhook best suited for an attack.  We must maintain the high ground.  That old Gray Fox has a strong position known as Seminary Ridge while we hold Cemetery Ridge.  We can beat him here if…but we must NOT allow him to flank us.  I cannot help but note that our position is strong.  This is good ground gentlemen, but we must be ever mindful that we face the man that trained most of us and knows our very thoughts.  He will attempt to take the flanks here (points to the map) at Culp’s Hill or here (points to the map again) at Big Round Top.  Both are the right and left flanks and we must never let them be in the air.  Both must be solid when the attack comes.    If he cannot penetrate the flanks, make no mistake gentlemen; he WILL hit us in the center.   And with him is General Longstreet.  I know what Pete can do.  I shudder to think of what might happen if General Stonewall Jackson was here.  Keep a sharp eye or there will be the devil to pay.”

Aide De Camp (Jeremy Ray):  “General Meade, may I inquire why you have such respect for your enemy?

General Meade (Stan Dalton):  “Prior to the war, my enemy, as you call him was my mentor.  I graduated from West Point in 1835 where he was called the man of marble due to his record of not receiving a demerit.  A record that still stands to this day!  I served with then Captain Lee during the Mexican War under General Scott.  General Lee was brevetted 3 times and was considered to be the greatest of all captains.  I am an engineer and have served with him in that capacity.  

“I have fought against him as well.  I fought against him in the 7 Days Campaign at Beaver Dam Creek, Gaines’ Mill before being wounded at Glendale.  I was hit in the hip, clipping a portion of my liver but I was determined to continue the fight until the loss of blood drove me to unconsciousness.  I was at Second Bull Run when Lee’s brilliance began to shine.  I fought Lee at South Mountain and Antietam where he outmaneuvered a greater force.  At Fredericksburg I foresaw Lee’s plan, as did General Hancock, but General Burnside did not have the option to deviate from the approved plan.  I was at Chancellorsville and saw what Lee could do with his executive officer, Stonewall Jackson.  And make no mistake about it, if General Jackson was here, we would be fighting the greatest team known in history and be in peril of our lives.  On a personal note, I know our southern people, as my wife is the daughter of a southern General.  In fact General Wise was the governor of Virginia prior to this terrible war.  So do not underestimate General Lee nor my admiration for him as an American legend.  I think fondly of him and pray that he will survive the war.” 

Aide De Camp (Jeremy Ray):  “I do apologize for my impudence sir.”

General Meade (Stan Dalton) gazing into the distance:  “He is coming and rest assured if we make the same blunders of our predecessors, there will be the devil to pay.”  

Light fades….
The Voice of General Jackson (Dan Buckner):  “General Meade, you are correct in your assumption.  Lee is coming, and I foresee that the price of victory will be paid in blood.  For three long days you will be engaged and it will be at the peril of both armies.  At Culp’s Hill, you will falter but when the dust clears, you will hold the high ground.  At Little Round Top, Joshua Chamberlain of the 20th Mass and Colonel Oaks of the 15th Alabama will duel hand to hand with only a few minutes being the determining factor in the fate of the battle.  Still the boys in gray will come with determination.  But upon a charge on destiny’s wing, known at Pickett’s Charge, you will prevail and the gallant army of Virginia will taste from the murky waters of defeat.”

ACT IV

THE AFTERSHOCK

Lee is looking over the field and as his men meander back from Pickett’s charge, he goes out to greet them. (Janice Derreberry begins softly singing/humming Dixie)
General Lee (David  Chaltas):  “My God!  Boys, it is all my fault!  Look upon the fields.  In 3 days of fighting over 54,000 casualties!  Too bad, too bad, too bad!  It is all my fault!  I have asked of you more than mortals can give.  It is ALL my fault.  But do not be discouraged.  We shall survive to fight another day.”

Confederate Soldier (Zak, Jesse, Dan in unision):  “General Lee, send us back!  This time we will push them back and bring you a victory.”

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “Son, we must have time to help those that can not help themselves and are in need our assistance.  We must also be ever mindful of a counter charge from those people.  No.  We MUST retire back into Virginia in an orderly fashion”

A young Confederate Boy of 10 years (Zak with tears in his eyes):  General Lee, please send me back to find my Poppa.  He’s out there and Jesse and I must go to him!”

General Lee (David Chaltas) gets on his knee, cradles the child in his arms and attempts to comfort him:  “Son you and your brother must stay.  We need you here.  We will find your father.”

General Longstreet (Bill White):  Boys I need you here as my courier.  You must remain at your station.”

General Lee looks at General Longstreet with deep regret:

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “General, I am so sorry for the losses.  They were so gallant and such brave men.  It is all my fault, but we must remember to be brave for the boys.  The spirit of this army is still good, and they are prepared to fight again if called upon.  Gentlemen, I am so tired.”

General Longstreet (Bill White):  “I have been a soldier, I may say, from the ranks up to the position I now hold. I have been in pretty much all kinds of skirmishes, from those of two or three soldiers up to those of an army corps, and I think I can safely say there never was a body of fifteen thousand men who could make that attack successfully...”

General Lee (David Chaltas) with a heavy sigh;  “Come let us go in the field and see if we can help some of those poor souls.”

The generals walk talking to the audience as if they were the returning soldiers, greeting them and saluting their bravery.  They continue walking to the where a Union soldier is lying.  Thinking he is mortally wounded, Gamaliel Bradford (Roger Kelley), a staunch Union man, yells out as General Lee walks by.

Gamaliel Bradford (Roger Kelley):  “Hurrah for the Union!”  A couple of Lee’s guards take exception and are about to send him to his ‘union.’

General Lee (David Chaltas) hears him, looks, stops and goes toward Gamaliel Bradford (Roger Kelley).  General Lee bends down to the young man, extends his hand, grasping it firmly while looking him in the eyes and says:

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “My son, what is your name?”

Gamaliel (Roger Kelly):  “My name is Gamaliel Bradford.”

General Lee (David Chaltas): Do you have family?”

Gamaliel (Roger Kelly):  “Yes sir I do.”

General Lee (David Chaltas):  “I do pray that they are prospering.  My desire for you is that you are well soon.”

With tears streaming down the faces of both blue and gray, Gamaliel  (Roger Kelley) cries and asks for forgiveness…

Gamaliel Bradford (Roger Kelley):  “May God forgive us all, Sir, we are all Americans and should not be fighting a war against brothers!  What must He think of us?”
The ghostly image of General Jackson reads the entry from Gamaliel Bradford’s Diary as the scene fades….  

General Jackson (Dan Buckner):  Following the War, Gamaliel Bradford wrote about his encounter with General Robert E. Lee.  Allow me to read the words of Gamaliel Bradford, a Union soldier:  “I had been a most bitter anti-South man, and fought and cursed the Confederates desperately.  I could see nothing good in any of them.  At Gettysburg, a ball shattered my left leg.  I lay on the ground not far from Cemetery Ridge, and as General Lee ordered his retreat, he and his officers rode near me.  As they came along I recognized him, and, though faint from exposure and loss of blood, I raised up my hands, looked Lee in the face, and shouted as loud as I could, ‘Hurrah for the Union’ The General heard me, looked, stopped his horse, dismounted and came toward me.  I must confess I, at first, thought he meant to kill me.  But as he came up he looked down at me with such a sad expression upon his face that all fear left me, and I wondered what he was about.  He extended his hand to me, grasping mine firmly, and looking right into my eyes, said: ‘My son, I hope you will soon be well.’  

If I live to be a thousand years I shall never forget the expression on General Lee’s face.  There he was defeated, retiring from a field that had cost him and his cause almost their last hope, and yet he stopped to say words like those to a wounded soldier of the opposition who had taunted him as he passed by!  As soon as the General had left me, I cried myself to sleep there upon the bloody ground.”  

“If ever a man made his life a true poem it was Lee.”  “Lee had one intimate friend--God.”  “His utterances were accepted as holy writ.  No other earthly power could have produced such prompt acceptance of the final and irreversible judgment.”  “It is an advantage to have a subject like Lee that one can not help loving…I have loved him, and I may say that his influence upon my own life, though I came to him late, has been as deep and as inspiring as any I have ever known.”  Sincerely, Gamaliel Bradford….
In those later years, I wrote a poem entitled, The Samaritan, regarding that time on a bloody field. 

THE SAMARITAN

As I laid there wounded, I saw him passing by.

“Hurrah for the Union!” Was my battle cry.

His boys were filled with anger, “Let’s put him in his place!”

I knew there was no danger, By the look on his face.

His eyes were lined with sadness.  He asked me how I felt.

His voice was filled with kindness.  My hate began to melt.

“I pray this day you’re better” And sent me to his tent.

He called his boys together And down the road he went.

Lee left me his physician And nursed me back to health.

He asked of my condition, Not thinking of himself.

I raise my hand in salute; He set my sprit free.

I offer him this tribute, To the man, Bobby Lee!
ACT V

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

SETTING:  GETTYSBURG, PA
Edward Everett, the nation’s foremost rhetorician, offers words from his 2 hour-long speech. (No Everett this year!-PLAN B) 
PLAN B-----Janice Derreberry to sing Battle Hymn of the Republic
President Lincoln (Dennis Boggs): slowly steps to the podium and offers the immortal Gettysburg Address as Ms Janic Derreberry continues to sing and hum in the background.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

“Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.  Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.  We are met on a great battlefield of that war.  We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.  It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

“But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate – we cannot consecrate – we cannot hallow – this ground.  The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract.  The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.  It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.

“It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall have not died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that this government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from the earth.

Agenda on November 19, 1863 

Music, by Birgfield's Band
Prayer, by Reverend T.H. Stockton, D.D.

Music, by the Marine Band

Oration, by Hon. Edward Everett

Music, Hymn composed by B.B. French, Esq.

Dedicatory Remarks, by the President of the United States

Dirge, sung by Choir selected for the occasion

Benediction, by Reverend H.L. Baugher, D.D. 

Benediction, by Rev. Penn (LMU Chaplain)
