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The Last Salute
An empty chair now and forevermore shall sit at our table in remembrance of those that have gone before. 

Mark Barger, Cecil Brown, Harold Cantrell, Greg Caudill, Vernon Cooper, Atlas Hall, James Hamilton, Johnny C. Osborne, John Wesley Roark, Jake Smith, Ben Buster Taylor, Henry Webb, Michael Wright

The General’s Dispatch

This month we celebrate our Confederate Heritage. But every day we should do something in honor and remembrance of our ancestors. What have we done as a camp to honor the good name of our ancestors? We have offered presentations in several schools (Fleming Neon, McRoberts Elementary, Letcher Elementary, Beaver Creek Elementary, Martha Jane Potter, Hazard Community College), the Rotary Club in Whitesburg, set stones (towards the 1000th goal by May 18th), researched and interviewed people, worked on the monuments we have set, obtained a proclamation by Letcher County Judge and submitted it to the division, and continue writing for local, state papers. We offer a ministry that now reaches several thousand monthly. We offer living history and reenact in an effort to recall and honor our ancestors. We are planning a major dedication for the 1000th stone set, which will be held at Troublesome Creek. We have worked on the license plates, as we wait on our 100th contribution in order to take the next step. We work towards writing Confederate Kin, Volume III, as we put the final touches on the forthcoming book of newsletters compiled over the past 5 years. We have created a heritage flag with the names of those from our camp that have gone before us. We are presenting Mosby’s Restaurant with a flag and images for placement in the restaurant. We share our heritage and history with everyone who we encounter, in an effort to spark an interest in saving the stories of our past and recruiting. We yield to no one in our endeavors toward preserve the rich heritage! Gentlemen, let us continue to carry the torch for those fallen heroes of yesteryear, or their legacy will go the way of the dinosaur. The season is upon us! Look at the upcoming events and make plans to attend some of them in an all out effort of preserving our legacy before it is destroyed by those forces from not only outside the door, but within our organization. I remain your obedient servant, the Old General Laus Deo

Upcoming Events: April 19, 2008-National Park in Greenville, TN, is celebrating the 200th Birthday of Andrew Johnson Confederate style; Greenville, TN April 19-20, 2008-Ramsey House living history, reenactment; An excellent local event held on location at the Ramsey House off Exit 394 Strawberry Plain, Interstate 40; Ken Creswell ken.creswell@comcast.net; April 18-21, 2008-Battle of Charleston; Johns Island, South Carolina; Battles Saturday and Sunday; living history educational program on Friday. Period Ball will be on Saturday night. Hay, Water, and Firewood will be provided www.battleofchas.com; www.27thSCVI.org click on Battle of Charleston; April 19-20, 2008-School of the Company: Calvary College, St. Robinson Campus; Blackey, KY; April 26, 2008-Keynote speaker at the Crown Hill Cemetery Memorial Service, Indianapolis, Indiana; April 25-27, 2008-The Gap Divided downtown Cumberland Gap, TN; www.americancivilwar.com/cumberland_gap.html; May 3-4, 2008-Battle for Columbia, Sandy Run, S. C.; contact Rusty Rentz; Also: South Carolina Confederate Memorial Day Ceremony in Columbia, starting at the Cemetery. On Sunday, Manning, South Carolina, offers a moving dedication/memorial service starting at 3:00. Commander Stephen Douglas is the contact person at dougfam001@msn.com; May 10, 2008-Letcher County Coal Miners Memorial Kids Day @ Cavalry College; contact Martha Watts; 633-3146; May 9-11, 2008- Battle of Louisa, Louisa, KY also held on this weekend?; May 16-18, 2008-Battle of Sacramento; Contact Marliyn Greene; May 16-18, 2008-Battle of Central; South Carolina; www.thebattleofcentralsc.com May 17, 2008-Key Note Speaker at the Millard Von Oakley Library, Livingston, TN; Janet Gan; May 23-25, 2008-Bushwhacking on the Russell Fork at Elkhorn City, KY. This is an opportunity to relive our history and explore our rich heritage! MEET the Generals will be featured with General Jackson, General Longstreet, General Morgan, General Forrest, General Grant, Abe Lincoln, General Burnside and General Lee. Contact: Elkhorn City Area Heritage Council, Box 1332, Elkhorn City, KY 41522; 1 (606) 754-7150; http://www.elkhorncity.org/bushwacking/2008flyer2.pdf www.elkhorncity.org <http: and/or David Maynard at dixierebel@setel.com; May 26, 2008-9:00 Parade at Morehead, KY; 

From the Quill of the Lt. Commander:

Thanks to improved weather, Camp activities have begun to accelerate. We are grateful to all Camp members who have participated in these ongoing endeavors. The first meeting of the Research Committee, though sparsely attended, was nevertheless considered to be successful. A core cadre met in the Perry County Library, where Carlos presented enough newly discovered information to allow Faron to order two Confederate stones, which will be erected in the Wooten area of Leslie County, KY. Faron also reported that he had 24 stones on order with several on hand and waiting to be set. The Committee also agreed on Sunday, May 18, at 3pm, as a tentative date and time for the 1000th stone-setting. The Committee’s next meeting will be held in the Letcher County Library on May 13 at 6pm. All Camp members are invited to attend and participate. Confederate stones have been relocated for Privates Shadrack Elsberry Stacy and Richard Smith; their stones, which were once separated by miles, are now in the same cemetery, separated only by a few feet. Other stones have been newly erected for Private James Bailey in Leslie County, Private Benjamin Smith (Private Richard Smith’s brother) in Knott County, and Privates Jacob and George Bradley (first cousins) in Breathitt County. And, plans are set for an ambitious venture into Bath County, where Faron hopes to erect as many as seven stones for our Confederate ancestry. The newly-obtained Letcher County mountain howitzer has been successfully test-fired: this beautiful piece, and all the accompanying implements, is battle-ready. Now, it requires a name and a crew. The School of the Company, to be held in Letcher County, is scheduled for the weekend of April 19-20. All reenactors are strongly encouraged to participate, and the crew members of the Caudill Battery (aka “Little Jesse”, “Little Miss Fire, “Little Richard”) would suggest that several additional reenactors become certified in Artillery. Becoming certified does not mean that you are obligated, but, if you ever twist an ankle, lose your musket, or just get tired of marching and getting killed, the Artillery offers an excellent second career. Looking forward to seeing you at the next Camp activity, as I am your elected servant, Manton Ray Cornett, 1st Lt. Commander

From the Adjutant’s Desk

The Colonel Ben E. Caudill Camp No. 1629 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans has approximately 81 members listed on its roll. However, the formation of the new camp at Cornettsville will reduce the number by approximately seven members. From this time period on, the dues to join the organization can be prorated. This means that you pay the full $35 to join but can pay a prorated amount that will extend your dues through 2009, a much better deal (the dues to join the SCV will be going up this year). The School of the Soldier training will be held this weekend (April 19 and 20) at the old Stewart Robinson Campus at Blackey. Infantry drilling will be conducted as well as qualification on artillery. The 5th Kentucky Infantry Companies D, E, and F reenacting group are sponsoring this class. Colonel Ray Adkins will be in charge.

Appalachian Monument has completed the stone that has the Confederate saying from Arlington and the bible verse referring to the hills. They will set the stone when we ask them to. Now that the weather is getting better, we can have a working to place the statue of the Confederate soldier and do other jobs around the monument. Camp member, David Brown, was successful in opening the lock on the Virginia flagpole. The inside part of the lock was jammed but after a half hour attempt, the lock finally came open. He then worked on the internal parts and thinks it is fixed. Unfortunately, the last flags that we bought that were advertised as being wind resistance does not seem to be lasting any longer than the cheap flags. The camp gave $34 a piece for these flags, hoping we would not have to change them out as much. The Litter Abatement Project still has funds to pay for litter pickup along the county’s highways. We need to schedule a day to pick up litter sometime soon. Remember, we get $100 a mile for this project. Some good news occurred recently. The City of Perryville’s planning commission nixed the development of a large piece of property adjacent to the Perryville Battlefield. It was afraid that the commercialization of the area would be detrimental to the parks image. We have found the graves of three Confederate soldiers and one Revolutionary War soldier. The graves of Abraham Childers and his son, Goolsby Childers, and two of his grandsons, Abraham and James Childers, are located near the mouth of Breeding Branch of Breeding Creek in Knott County. Faron has ordered the stones for these veterans. Hopefully, we can raise some money to be able to purchase small stones for these men’s wives that are buried beside them. The celebration of President Jefferson Davis birthday is scheduled to be held at his birthplace in Fairview on the weekend of June 7 and 8. The event will be held in conjunction with the Kentucky Division meeting. Unfortunately, this is also the weekend of the Battle of Jonesville reenactment which most camp members attend. Hopefully, the camp will be represented at both events. I would like to see our camp conduct a ceremony to honor the South’s president and also to honor all veterans at the Sandlick Cemetery. This event could be held on Monday, May 26 (Memorial Day). Anyone that wanted to attend the reenactment at Elkhorn City on that weekend could still attend the Dedication. Honoring the Memory of our Ancestors, I remain your Adjutant, Richard G. Brown

Chaplain’s Comments

Please pray for the sick and the lost and work every day getting closer to God. Keep the faith men, for we are on the frontlines every day. If you have a prayer request, email them to me at the5thkycampkettle@yahoo.com God bless Dixie, Chaplain Tabby Back

Prayer Line

As we mourn the loss Roger L. Breeding (a son of the South) and Margie Watts (direct descendant of Colonel Ben Caudill), let us praise God for their walk on earth. Continue to offer up our prayers for the following families who have recently lost a loved one: Jim Lammars’ family, Les Williamson’s family, the family of Debbie Fugate, Brenda Neace and April Neace, as they grieve for their loss and those known but to God. Pray that the Comforter will be sent as promised in the Bible. We have been asked to pray for Olivia Heale. She is expecting and her father, Chaplain Williams of the Stonewall Brigade Camp #1296, earnestly seeks God’s mercies for his daughter and her unborn child due to previous complications. Jamie Fox sent a appeal from our Virginia brothers and sisters requesting prayer for Mrs. Akers as she is recovering from triple bypass surgery this day. She is at Welmont Hospital in Bristol. Remember John Erwin’s father as he undergoes bypass surgery. Cody asked for prayers for his grandfather William, as our dear compatriot is in the cancer unit at Hazard making the transition to a better world. We ask for prayers for Compatriot Jim Adams as he recovers from bypass surgery and undergoes colon surgery in the near future. Our good Chaplain Tabby Back asks for prayers on behalf of his sister and son Chris. Pray for Ruth Hogg, as she was recently diagnosed with stage IV cancer but chooses living each moment instead of being defeated. Pray for Danny Blair as he fights the ravages of cancer. Also pray for an awakening of his spirit. Pray for Tommy Doss as he undergoes major life threatening surgery in the near future. His major organs have to be placed outside of his body as they operate on his spine. He is a wonderful man and in command of the AOT and AOTT reenacting group. Remember the needs of Stan Dixon who is fighting Parkinson’s disease. Recall Sandy Hogg’s appeal for prayers for his son. He is a fine young man. The family of Robbie Gross (student at a Martha Jane Potter) who is gallantly fighting cancer are asking for our prayers. Chaplain Walker submitted a prayer request for an unsaved person dying of cancer. Please pray that he will turn to the Lord before his crossing. Continue to remember to offer our praise and gratitude to the Great Physician for Colonel Ray Adkins, Little Kennedy, Chaplain Binion’s son Michael, Provost Charlie Hamblin, Captain Ronnie Bowling, and Robert Puckett recovery. Remember the needs of Compatriot Richard Brown’s family, and pray for healing of his mother and father. They are such wonderful people. Let us remember our ‘Doc’ in our prayers, as he battles declining health issues. Ask a gracious God to watch over Ken and Mary Hefner (Chigger Ranch) and give them a speedy recovery. Pray for Mabeth Kirkpatrick who is battling a return of cancer and facing a second round of chemo, Larry Williams (fighting fibromyalgia). Pray for Commander Don Poynter’s recovery as he is still in rehab. Remember Rex Livesay (has an inoperable blood clot on the carotid artery) and Fred Brewer (contracted H Pilori bacteria and is hospitalized) in your prayers. We seek prayers for our students who are in a war with drugs. Please pray for the best interest of a child in a custody battle that is going on within a dysfunctional family. Pray for Jim Wood, who is undergoing serious health problems. Let us continue praying for Libby Smith, Colonel Ronnie Robinson, Wayne Watts’ Uncle-Danus Whitaker, Doug Taylor’s family, General Parsons, Gary Holt, John Peck, Sheila Hudson, Bill James, Craig Adams, Grady Lee, Carlos Brock, Willis Strong’s wife and family along with Manton Ray Cornett. Remember Michelle Brook. She has Huntington’s disease. Pray for our beloved Cliff Howard (President Davis), as he fights gallantly an infirmed body with undaunted faith in his Creator. Remember to pray for Big Tree and his father, Mrs. Cantrell, and others who give of their time as living historians. Pray for all the sick, those alone and needing the touch of the Master’s hand, as well as our troops that guard freedom’s door. Ask God to shield our warriors and to bring them home safely. Remember Jonathon Adams, as he has been deployed for his second tour of duty in Iraq. Pray for all things in His name, as we work for the glory of God and do so with a humbled spirit. Ask our gracious God to bless Pastor Binion and his wife, Donna, as they establish their ministry within our region. Pray for the unspoken prayers of the people, those lost in spirit, and those who are lukewarm to their calling. The family of our own Jeff Smith has asked for continued prayers, as he battles the injuries of a terrible accident! Let us continue to earnestly serve the cause of Christ and pray for one another, as we carry on the tradition of our ancestors. 

Saying of the Month

“So far from engaging in a war to perpetuate slavery, I am rejoiced that Slavery is abolished. I believe it will be greatly for the interest of the South. So fully am I satisfied of this that I would have cheerfully lost all that I have lost by the war, and have suffered all that I have suffered to have this object attained.” General R.E. Lee, May 1, 1870

“Met with Gen. Lee, who had just arrived on the cars, I am perfectly delighted with him; if I had a heart to lose I think it would be in danger.” From the diary of Belle Edmonson, July, Friday 1864. She was but a teen during the war but smuggled items through enemy lines for the cause of the South. She stated she would gladly give her life a thousand times a day for every single Confederate soldier.

Trivia Questions

1. Which National Park features the “Bloody Pond”, often stained red to commemorate the men and mounts who bled and died in its waters? 

2. Which park, situated on a South Carolina island, is the site of the first shots of the War Between the States? 

3. What is the only War Between the States national park with its own navy? 

4. What national park in Virginia commemorates the fateful meeting of Lee and Grant on April 9, 1865? 

5. Which national battlefield park features an equestrian statue of Stonewall Jackson where he and his brigade gained their early fame? 

6. What park commemorates the 1862 battle in which Stand Waite, a Cherokee leader, aided the Confederate forces? 

7. What Maryland battle site commemorates one of the bloodiest battles, a rare case of Confederate forces invading the north? 

8. Which park commemorates the Mississippi River city that long withstood the siege of General Ulysses S. Grant? 

9. Which general’s death site is on the former Fairfield Plantation, now part of the Chancellorsville battlefield park? 

10. What famous battlefield lies near the farm and retirement home of President Dwight D. Eisenhower? 

11. What national park is where you will find the “Zollie” tree? 

Bluegrass Confederate-Guerrant’s Diary

Friday, April 17, 1863-Wise County, Virginia

“General lost his pistol this morning in a storm. Home Guards intend to bushwhack us today on Pine Mountain. General sent Mr. Lewis to inform them that “he knew them and would burn all their houses if they bushwhacked us”. Early this morning we took up our march for Mount Pleasant (now the city of Harlan) or the County Seat of Harlan County. Our road lay up Laurel to its head against the Kentucky Ridge (Pine Mountain), which we crossed and then over Pine Mountain (Black Mountain), the severest days work that I have done for a long time. Both mountains were very high and rough and to save my horse, I walked over them. The day was cloudless and warm and I became very tired, nearly exhausted. Our journey was but twelve miles but so rough and rugged was the wilderness path that it took most of the day to come it. Our presence in such country is really an infringement upon the inalienable rights of the wild animals, who justly own it and should have it. I am fighting for State Rights and opposed to infringing upon the liberties of any community, even red foxes, or rattlesnakes. At the foot of Pine Mountain, we come upon the “Poor Fork” of the Cumberland River, which is rightly named. Following it down a mile or two, we turned up another fork to Harlan Town (two miles off) a little, old, people forsaken village, with half dozen houses just at the junction of Clover and Martins Fork of Cumberland River. Here we found Colonel Slemp’s 64th Virginia Regiment; also Colonel Edmundson and before night, all the various commands but Mays and Jesse’s were in the vicinity.” 

Answers to Trivia Questions

1. Shiloh, in Tennessee, commemorating the battle on April 6 and 7, 1862. 

2. Fort Sumpter National Monument, near Charleston, fired on by Confederates on April 12-14, 1861. 

3. Vicksburg National Military Park in Mississippi, which contains the Union ironclad Cario, sunk in 1862 and completely reconstructed in 1984. 

4. Appomattox Court House. Grant and Lee met in the home of Wilmer McLean, which no longer exist. A reproduction sits on the site. 

5. Manassas National Battlefield Park in northern Virginia. It was here on July 21, 1861, that Jackson was observed standing like a “stone wall”. 

6. Pea Ridge National Park in Arkansas. 

7. Antietam National Battlefield Park. 

8. Vicksburg National Battlefield Park in Mississippi. 

9. Stonewall Jackson, who died in a small office building on the plantation. The building is now the Stonewall Jackson Shrine. Technically, it is part of the Fredricksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields Military Parks. 

10. Gettysburg National Park. 

11. Mill Springs National Park near Nancy, Kentucky. The Zollie Tree is named for General Felix Zollicoffer who was killed there. 

Congratulations Compatriots!!

Anthony L. Blair

Jonathon Adams

Tanner McCrae Maggard

Honorary Members

Colonel Ray Adkins

Captain Les Williamson

Lt. Ronnie Bowling

991 Stones Set with 376 Dedications

Executive Council Meeting
Conducted via email

Agenda Developed 

Caudill Flag to donate to Mosby’s 13th KY Display that we will design

Membership Drive Continues

Expenditures: 
Budget for the Quartermaster 

Public Relations Committee Report

Book Committee Report

Hallowed Ground Gravesite Committee Report
Colors across the Commonwealth

Pound Gap Project Progress

Possible name of cannon: Ben Buster

Support the following candidates for membership into the Camp 
Anthony Leon Blair 

Jonathan Adams

Tanner M. Maggard

Honorary Members
Les Williamson

Ray Adkins

Ronnie Bowling

"I’ve been a Civil War enthusiast all my life. When I visited the battlefield in Vicksburg and stood in a trench where my great-great-granddaddy stood, tears came to my eyes. As a father of five, I believe it is critical that I protect a legacy that belongs not just to my family but to our entire nation." Adkins described the report as "a wake-up call for all Americans who may not realize that our battlefields—once soaked with the blood of patriots—are in jeopardy." Tracy Adkins

Agenda

April 17, 2008

Call Business meeting to order-Sgt. At Arms-Watts

Pledges

Prayer-Scripture Reading-Chaplain Tabby Back

Ancestral Roll Call-All members

Welcome-Recognition of new SCV, Honorary & Associate Members
Speaker/Presentation
Les Williamson-The Hunley
(HAND OUT: Membership Applications)

State if there is a Quorum present

Reading/Approval of Minutes-camp member

Commander’s Comments

New Business 

Consideration of Date for 1000th Stone Dedication

Naming of Mountain Howitzer

Confederate Kin II-Waiting on order 

Revision of Confederate Kin I

CHECKING Signatures

Vote on Members’ Applications: 

Anthony L. Blair

Jonathan Adams

Tanner McCrea Maggard

Honorary Members recommendation: 

Ray Adkins, Les Williamson, Ronnie Bowling

Flag for Mosby’s

Membership Drive 
Open Floor
ü Events Committee-Report on Status of 2008 events: 

ü Public Relations Committee-Report

ü Book Review Committee-Report: Request to revise/edit CK, Volume I
ü Setting Statue on the mountain this month

ü Trash Pickup at Pound Gap April 2008

ü Iron Cross Order-Ordered

ü Black Smith Report

ü Trivia-Richard Brown

Next Month Guest 

Adjourn by Prayer

