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The Last Salute
An empty chair now and forevermore shall sit at our table in remembrance of those that have gone before. 

Mark Barger, Cecil Brown, Harold Cantrell, Greg Caudill, Vernon Cooper, Atlas Hall, James Hamilton, Johnny C. Osborne, John Wesley Roark, Jake Smith, Ben Buster Taylor, Henry Webb, Michael Wright

The General’s Dispatch

Gentlemen, I am so pleased with all the activities and achievements of this past month. We have been successful in our efforts at setting the statue and my compliments go out to the lady who did the art work on it. Everyone has been so complimentary. The research continues to yield results (refer to the 1st Lt’s Comments) and the stone setting has been undaunted with the goal of 2000 looming in the horizon. I offered a report to the Letcher County Fiscal Court and they were very complimentary of our community involvement and efforts. I met with the Jenkins City Council in Jenkins, KY, as well as the Tourism Commission to explain our projects and ask for assistance. The Tourism Commission is going to actively search for funding for landscaping the Pound Gap Project. Mrs. Doris Adams is going to see if the ladies of Blackey will do the arrangements as well. We will need to follow up with the Jenkins City Council to request financial support for the Thunder on the Mountain reenactment. To date, State Representative Leslie Combs, Earnie Watts of Parkway and Rokie of Appalachian Monument has donated $100 each towards the event. I have developed a letter for each of you to seek funding for this endeavor, as we will need food, powder and other items that we cannot afford. Quartermaster Quinten Childers will be in charge of food arrangements for the event. Currently we have 73 registered reenactors and that is not counting the Caudill Camp. One of the joys of speaking as General Lee is the students. This month I had the honor of speaking to several youth working the SWAP project from St. Ignatius Prep School (Chicago, Illinois) on living in Appalachia and the grand history of the Appalachian Rebels. The presentation scheduled for 30 minutes lasted 90 because of their desire to learn more of our heritage and history. The Reunion at Concord, North Carolina, is this week but due to funds, we will not be represented. I have the honor to announce that the 1st REGIONAL Lee/Jackson Dinner will be held at Mosbys (Wise, VA) on January 3, 2009, starting at 6:30. It is our plans to have several generals present and attempt to obtain H.K.. We will need funds to do so and I have found that to have a quality presentation, you must be willing to work towards that goal. Will you not join with our brothers and sister of TN, VA, and KY as we attempt to bring a common bond dinner to our area? For God, Country, and Honor!

I received notice via my friends in South Carolina that the battle flag is once again under attack in that great state and efforts are underway to renew the fight to remove it from not only the state capital but to brand it as a symbol of hatred and racism. To lose the sacred cross of St. Andrew would be more than I could bear, as history cannot be rewritten or blotted out from the minds of righteous people who know the truth. More than ever, we need H. K. Edgerton and others who will stand up for their black ancestors. If we do not continue to spread the truth as noted by sound historical documents, I fear we will lose our rights to honor those who followed the beat of different drums. Pray for Dixie & our Nation. With Sacred Principles to Maintain I remain your servant, the Old General Laus Deo

Upcoming Events- July 26-28-Battle on the Holston; Weber City; 50th VA Inf. Co H; Contact Sawbones at rob_dee1029@charter.net; August 2-3-Abindon, VA; August 5-103.9 The Bulldog Round Table with Ms. Shirley Sexton, featuring the Return of John Hunt Morgan., 10:00; August 9-10-Return of John Hunt Morgan: Thunder on the Mountain; POUND GAP, Jenkins, KY; located at the Little Shepherd Trail Artesian Center; Contact Don for detail at littleshepherd@windstream.net; August 15-17- Battle of Saltville, Saltville, VA; email: terryhunt05@comcast.net; August, 23-24-Battle of Richmond, Richmond, KY. fordpr@mis.net September 5-7-2nd Annual Battle for the Cumberland Gap, Harrogate, TN.; September 13-14-Battle of Barbourville, Barbourville, KY. johnnyrebtrooper@yahoo.com; September 19-21-145th Battle of Chickamauga; Georgia; a NATIONAL event, billed as the Largest Civil War Battle of the Decade in the West; Walker County, GA; 1-800-624-0281; http://www.battleofchickamauga.net/sutlerregistration.html; September 26-Battle of Middle Creek; Sam Hatcher; 432-3528

From the Quill of the Lt. Commander:

My apologies to all of you for being away during the June Camp meeting; and, my thanks to Willis for presiding over that meeting so capably. For some of us, it seems that the past month has been somewhat slow and, at times, a bit of a letdown. That may be due in part to the relative excitement of the previous month, the summer doldrums, the increasing cost of transportation, or a combination of “all the above”. The activities of our dauntless Commander are a notable exception; since the last Camp meeting, he has been seen in four states, taking part in nearly a dozen Camp-related activities. Imagine what we might accomplish if we were all so motivated! For some of us, the past month was punctuated by two major events; the BCCRC meeting and the second annual “Battles at Wise”. On July 8, Danny Taylor, Carlos Brock, Willis Strong, Randall Haddix and Manton Ray Cornett carpooled to the Wise County Library where we met with Commander Chaltas, Rhonda Robertson, and Tim Kelly. There was a productive exchange of information, and it was felt that the graves of several 5th and 13th men will soon be found and given their due respect. Before reaching the library in Wise, the cemetery on Indian Creek, next to the winter camp used by both the 5th KY Infantry and the 13th KY Cavalry, was visited and explored. The cemetery contains several unmarked graves, some of which are very likely those of 5th and 13th men who died during the war. Efforts are now underway to have our August meeting in Lee County, VA on August 12, 2008. Several camp members spent the weekend of July 12-13, 2008, in camp at Wise for the “Capture of Gladeville” and the “Battle of Cranes Nest”. The overall number of re-enactors nearly doubled that of last year, and there were more than twice as many artillery pieces. Both Caudill Battery guns were in town on Saturday, with artillerymen Willis Strong, Randall Haddix, Carlos Brock, Manton Ray Cornett, Richard Brown, Kenny Cantrell, Glenn Brown, Okie Blair, and Tim Blair providing the action. Immediately after the battle, Commander Chaltas and the crew of “Little Jesse” climbed the hill to the Wise Cemetery where they took part in a solemn dedication ceremony for some of the many Confederate and Union veterans who are interred in that hallowed ground. On Sunday, the crew of “Little Jesse” moved to the chosen site for the “Battle of Crane’s Next” where they assisted the Commonwealth Battery in thoroughly pounding the Union forces. Commander Chaltas, AKA General Lee, worked the line on both days, and Richard Brown, Garland Kiser and Larry Kiser joined forces with the 5th KY Infantry on Sunday. Researchers Faron Sparkman and Carlos Brock, with the assistance of Willis Strong, have completed research and ordered many more Confederate grave markers, and there are more than a dozen waiting to be put in their proper places. And now, we are looking forward to the expanded version of “Thunder on the Mountain” on August 9-10 and the “Battle of Saltville” on August 16-17. There are many opportunities to honor our ancestors; I am your elected servant, Manton Ray Cornett, 1st Lt. Commander

From the Adjutant’s Desk

The Colonel Ben E. Caudill Camp No. 1629 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans has approximately 81 members at the present time. It is now time to pay dues for the upcoming year. The dues have increased this year to $30 for the National but has stayed the same ($10) for the State, for a total of $40 per member. I will start taking your money for dues at this meeting. The reenactment at Wise appeared to be a success. Several members of the camp participated in the event, including the use of both cannons. Regardless of the high cost of gas, a good turnout was on hand to participate or watch the event. The Letcher County Tourism Committee has tentatively agreed to make brochures to promote Letcher County’s involvement in the War Between the States. If they obtain the appropriate funding, the brochures will be made. It will highlight the Pound Gap Monument, Sandlick Cemetery Monument and the Military Museum. We have submitted several photographs and narratives to the Committee to review for use in the new brochure. The reenactment at Jenkins is scheduled for the weekend of August 9th and 10th. All camp members are urged to either participate or attend the event, as we are co-sponsors. We are to provide a free meal (soup bean dinner) and firewood. If money is available, musicians and powder will be provided as well. Our camp members are to have a refreshment booth to sell drinks and food at the event. The VFW and the Military Museum has asked the Camp to help with a dedication of the new bridge built at Millstone. This dedication will be on Friday, August 1st and will honor a soldier named McFall that was killed in action on August 1, 1950, being the first Letcher Countian killed in the Korean War. They want us to open and close the event with cannon fire. The Kentucky Transportation Department is also helping with the event and has invited several dignitaries to attend. Any and all volunteers are asked to help fire the cannon. The event is being held on August 1st to commemorate the anniversary of the soldier’s death. New flags have recently been installed at the Pound Gap Monument. Representative Leslie Combs provided a Commonwealth of Kentucky state flag that now flies there. If anyone knows a good seamstress, some of the flags taken down could be sewn and used again. The camp is almost out of flags and new ones will need to be purchased. Honoring the Memory of our Ancestors, I remain your Adjutant Brown.

Chaplain’s Comments

Welcome men! It’s hard to believe that it is meeting time again. It just seems like there’s not enough time in a day to do everything. We had a great time over Wise, VA. The event was great, but again we lost the court house in the reenactment. It was special for me to get a better understanding of what my great uncle Wesley Sumner went through and to know he didn't return from Camp Douglas. My Son Chris is doing well right now. Please keep him in your prayers. He loves the Lord so much and he will pray for anyone who needs it. It is great to see God in his life. Chris makes me stronger every time I talk to him. I hope to bring him to a meeting soon. He tells everyone he sees about Christ; God has made him special and he is of God. He is a true believer. I ask for continued prayers for my sister. Please pray for the sick and the lost. If you have a prayer request, email them to me at the5thkycampkettle@yahoo.com God bless Dixie, Chaplain Tabby Back

Prayers of the People

July 4th is over but let us maintain our reflections upon the sacrifices of those who gave all so we can enjoy this word called freedom. Let us pray for the Disabled Veterans and visit them whenever we have an opportunity. Pray that our country will remain strong against those that wish to destroy us from within and without. Remember to pray for leadership and chose wisely the person most qualified to guide the nation under God. We ask for petitions for the following people, as they go through the shadows and storms of life. Let them all be able to praise Him in the storm. Remember Cody Simmons, a White County Middle School child from Sparta, TN, who has leukemia. Remember the 2 young girls from Ironton, Ohio, who are missing. Remember Veronica Adkins needs. She has recently lost her mother and her sister is in critical shape. She is a seamstress and was at Cumberland Gap. Pray for little Faith Lee and her health complications, along with our little Hailie Walker’s gallant struggle for life (www.caringbridge.org-type in her name). Pray for young Austin Adams as he struggles with the ravages of cancer. Remember compatriot Taylor’s granddaughter, Ms. Emily, as she goes through medical exams. Offer a petition for all the children and this weekend we ask that you begin visiting the infirmed, especially the children who are hospitalized. It is a most humbling yet rewarding experience. Remember our beloved Steve Coffee and family in prayer along with our dear pard Charlie Hamblin. Pray for Chaplain Tabby’s sister and compatriot Chris, his son. Remember our Bambi and Dave in our petitions to God. Continue to pray for Richard Brown’s mother and father. We pray for our dear friends Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Whaley’s son. We were asked to remember Tracy Madden in our prayers as she undergoes another series of treatment for a rare cancer. Special prayers go out for Cliff, Ray, Ronnie, Doc, June, Tom D., Dave, LeeAnn, Chris, Jason, Tonya, Mary H., Ken H., and for all those unknown, unspoken prayers, we pray that you will pour down your blessings. Our good Chaplain J. P. Jackson lost his mother and is in need of our support through prayers. Ask God to guide our spiritual leaders and let them be bold with the message but humble with their lives. Pray for the lost, those lukewarm in spirit, the homeless, and those who are struggling with life who create a stumbling block to others who are seeking Christ. Let them be embraced in the arms of our loving and merciful God. Recall those who we have previously asked for prayers. Please pray for all who travel this holiday weekend and may they be afforded safe journey to their destinations. Let us reaffirm our faith that God will do for them what they cannot do for themselves. Remember the needs of your brothers and sisters, taking time to share with them the love within your hearts. For this life is but a vapor and soon only our shadows will walk upon the earth, as we glide in a heavenly world of no pain, sorrow, regrets or toil. 

Father we petition thee to remember those who we have previously listed. May your hand of mercy gently touch those infirmed and in need of your healing power. We pray for those lost along life’s highway and ask that we can be an example to all. May those who have lost a loved one be given the Comforter in their time of sorrow. For those lukewarm to your gospel, we pray for boldness in offering them a guiding light. Special prayers go out for Haillie, Tracy, Ray, Dave, LeeAnn, Chris, Jason, Tonya, and for all those unknown, unspoken prayers, we pray that you will pour down your blessings. We thank you and love you for your gracious gift of life. 

Bluegrass Confederate-Captain Guerrant’s Diary

Thursday, July 17, 1862 (146 years ago today)

In Camp with the 5th Kentucky Infantry Near Saltville, Virginia

At Edward Peery’s house, Tazewell County, Virginia. After dinner, I shouldered “somebody’s” musket and off to the war I went. Started for camp, as I understood the Yankees are at the Narrows of New River. Found army camped near Springville and learned that the Yankees (hearing of my coming through the rain) had left for “parts unknown”. Very sorry to hear it!! Went to Battalion off road a mile at Harmans. “John Barleycorn” spent a merry evening in camp. General Marshall has Cholera Morbus at Wytheville. Hope he will soon be well.

Sayings of the Month

“Government is not reason; it is not eloquence; it is force. Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master.” George Washington

“In general the art of government consists in taking as much money as possible from one class of citizens to give to the other.” Voltaire
In an interview General Norman Schwartzkopf was asked if he thought there was room for forgiveness toward the people who have harbored and abetted the terrorists who perpetrated the 9/11 attacks on America. This is his reply. “I believe that forgiving them is God's function. OUR job is to arrange the meeting.” 

Trivia Questions

1. Which battlefield contains the Dunker Church, a small building that was witness to some of the worst gore of the war? 

2. What park contains the nation’s oldest Civil War monument? 

3. Where would you find the Old Salem Church, a Baptist church used by Confederates and Union after the battle? 

4. What park contains the High Water Monument, marking where Confederates briefly broke through Union lines? 

5. Which Georgia Park contains more than 12,000 Union prisoners’ graves? 

6. What battlefield site commemorates one of the few occasions that a Union general was able to beat General Nathan Bedford Forrest? 

7. In what coastal city could you visit Beauvoir, Jefferson Davis’s last home? 

8. Where could you find a nine-story tall Robert E. Lee? 

9. In what non-Confederate state would you find a plaque marking the birthplace of Stonewall Jackson? 

10. What famous fort lies on Sullivan’s Island near Charleston? 

Answers to Trivia Questions

1. Antietam Battlefield in Maryland. The present church is a reconstructed. 

2. Stones River National Battlefield in Tennessee. The park’s Hazen Monument and Cemetery was built within a year of the battle itself. 

3. Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields Memorial National Military Park. 

4. Gettysburg National Military Park. The monument stands on the spot where General Lewis Armistead fell, after cheering on his brigade by waving his hat atop his raised sword. 

5. Andersonville National Historic Site, where the Confederate’s largest prison stood. 

6. Tupelo National Battlefield in Mississippi. Forrest was wounded in the battle, and he had not inflicted his usual resounding defeat on his Union opponent. 

7. Biloxi, Mississippi. The grounds contain a Confederate museum and a cemetery with more than 700 graves. 

8. At Stone Mountain, Georgia, along with Stonewall Jackson and Jefferson Davis. All three are carved on the face of the 825 feet mound of granite. 

9. West Virginia. Jackson was born in Clarksburg in 1824 and at that time West Virginia was not a separate state. It seceded from Virginia in 1863. 

10. Fort Moultrie, part of the Fort Sumter National Monument. 

A Salute to our Honorary Members!

1011 Stones Set with 399 Dedications

Minutes

June 19, 2008

Members Present: Wayne Watts, Britt Smith, Garland Kiser, Larry Kiser, Willis Strong, Randall Haddix, Carlos Brock, Raymond Isaacs

The meeting was called to order by SGT AT ARMS Wayne Watts followed by the pledge of allegiance. 2nd Lt. Commander Strong began the ancestral roll call, as all members honored their kinfolk. Wayne Watts announced no quorum present so formal business requiring vote could not be conducted. Wayne Watts read the minutes of the last meeting, seconded by Britt and accepted as read. SGT AT ARMS Watts read the General’s Dispatch and upcoming events. Willis Strong read the Lt Commander’s report, noted that Garland and Larry Kiser should be added to attendees’ at Jonesville. Carlos Brock, co-chair of the stone committee, reported that 1011 stones have been set, 10 stones are ready to be set with 8 on order. Carlos discussed possibility of having the next research meeting at Wise, VA, prior to Gladeville event. Randal Haddix reported that the Blacksmiths took part in Kid’s Day at Jenkins, KY. Next event will be in Barbourville. Raymond Isaacs provided CD with photos of the 1000th stone setting dedication. Wayne recommended placing the images on the website. 2nd Lt. Commander Strong announced the next meeting would be on July 17, 2008 at the same location. Motion made by Garland to adjourn meeting and seconded by Carlos Brock. 

Executive Council Meeting
Conducted by email

Agenda Developed 

2nd Reading of Amendment if Quorum present

Caudill Flag is now displayed at Mosbys 

Annual Dues & Membership Drive

REGIONAL Lee/Jackson Dinner at Mosbys on Jan. 3, 2009, starting at 6:30

South Carolinas Struggle with the flag issue

Special dedication on August 1-Richard Brown for details

Committee Reports 

Thunder on the Mountain 
Radio/TV Promotion: Commander Chaltas

Quartermaster: Quinten Childers in charge of food booth

Manning a Public Relations Tent with applications and information

Powder

Music

Raising money

Colors across the Commonwealth: flag pole set on property?

Pound Gap Project Progress

Approved name of cannon: Yankee Buster-obtaining a plaque

Agenda

July 17, 2008

Call Business meeting to order-Sgt. At Arms-Watts

Pledges

Prayer-Scripture Reading-Chaplain Tabby Back

Ancestral Roll Call-All members

Welcome-Recognition of new SCV, Honorary & Associate Members
(HAND OUT: Membership Applications)

State if there is a Quorum present

Reading/Approval of Minutes-camp member

Officers’’ Comments

New Business 

2nd Reading of Quorum Amendment

· Events Committee-Report on Status of 2008 events: 

· Research Committee & Stone SettingHallowed Ground Gravesite Committee- Report 
· Public Relations Committee-Tabby Back

· Book Review Committee-Report: Request to revise/edit CK, Volume I
Naming of Mountain Howitzer: Yankee Buster (Presented to Fiscal Court)

Vote on paying membership for: 

Jason ‘Big Tree’ Adams

Honorary Members recommendation: 

Open Floor
ü Sentry on Pound Gap Mountain-COMPLETED!

ü Request to Fiscal Court for panels 7 & 8 (Pound Gap)

ü Trash Pickup at Pound Gap 

ü Placing an Iron Cross Order

ü Black Smith Report

Trivia- 
Speaker/Presentation-

Adjourn by Prayer

