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The Last Salute
An empty chair now and forevermore shall sit at our table in remembrance of those that have gone before. 

Mark Barger, Cecil Brown, Harold Cantrell, Greg Caudill, Vernon Cooper, Atlas Hall, James Hamilton, Johnny C. Osborne, John Wesley Roark, Jake Smith, Ben Buster Taylor, Henry Webb, Michael Wright

The General’s Dispatch

The SCV KY Division Reunion at Fairview and the 200th birthday dedication of President Jefferson Davis is now history. Several things were accomplished, inclusive of the following: license plates report, chaplain’s report, camp growth, brigade reports, Flags across the Commonwealth were discussed, the Vicksburg project was updated, and Dr. Hiter reelected as Division Commander, Bazz Childers as 1st Lt., with other appointments pending. Cliff Howard and his wife Joan offered a firsthand glimpse into the persona of President Davis and his wife Varina. H. K. Edgerton was the color bearer, with General Lee in charge of the honor guard for the President and 1st lady. H.K. won the heart of the crowd, as he talked of his rich Southern heritage as a black man. The Sexton’s Cornett Band offered entertainment, along with Tommy Rector and his family. The event was even more special since the meeting was held in the Bethel Baptist Church and was the location of the birth of President Davis. A fine group of Caudill men met at Jenkins to assist in the planning of the Return of John Hunt Morgan in August. Several great ideas were discussed. Stan Dalton, of General Forrest fame, has consented to come and portray General Morgan. State Representative Leslie Combs offered a donation towards the event. We are grateful for her vision and promotion of tourism in our area. The national reunion is forthcoming and will be held in Concord. I do hope we can be represented at that event. Other camp activities have been offered by our 1st Lt. Commander and Adjutant. Pray for Dixie & our Nation. With Sacred Principles to Maintain I remain your servant, the Old General Laus Deo

Upcoming Events: June 19, 2008-Interview of President Lee and his contributions to education. Harrogate, TN; June 21, 2008-CONFEDERATE DAY; 200th Birthday of President Johnson; Greenville, TN; www.nps.gov/anjo www.discovergreeneville.com/andrewjohnson; June 21-22, 2008-MORGAN’S RAID ON GEORGETOWN, Cardome Center, contact Colonel Robinson; June 27-29, 2007-City of Crab Orchard, KY; Contact Cheri Kuhn (threemonkiees@hotmail.com); July 4-6, 2008; 145th Annual Battle of Gettysburg; General Allen Baldwin; Gettysburg Anniversary Committee, Box 3482, Gettysburg, PA (717) 338-1515; July 11-13, 2008-Battle of Gladeville, Wise, VA; http://www.battlesatwise.com/; July 26-28, 2008-Battle on the Holston; Weber City; 50th VA Inf. Co H; Contact Sawbones at rob_dee1029@charter.net
From the Quill of the Lt. Commander:

The past month has been a busy one for the Ben Caudill Camp; and, special thanks are in order to every member who took part in a variety of activities. On May 20, an unusually large crew of stone-setters met on Pigeon Roost Road, near Ary, for the much anticipated 1000th stone-setting. First, the crew set stone numbers 998 and 999 for John Q. and Joseph H. Brewer. Then, it was on to the Richard Smith Cemetery where the stone for Corporal William S. Smith became the 10th in the cemetery, the 100th in Perry County, and the 1000th for the Ben Caudill Camp. Certainly, this cemetery deserves a large flagpole with a Confederate flag! During the four days from May 24 to May 26, some of our members were in camp at Elkhorn City for the unique and impressive reenactments that took place on the wooded island before large crowds of appreciative spectators. Other members where back at home in Whitesburg for special dedications and Memorial Day observances. So, while Adjutant Richard Brown and the crew of “Yankee Buster” were enjoying great initial success at both local events, the crew members of “Little Jesse” were pouring continuous fire into the Union lines at Elkhorn City. Another big day of stone-setting took place just before the month of May ended. With the help of our friend, Joe Skeens, Faron, Carlos, Willis, Britt and Manton Ray set eleven stones in ten different cemeteries located in three different counties. And now, there are more stones on hand, waiting to be set, with still others on order. Many camp members returned to the Richard Smith Cemetery on June 1 for a solemn dedication ceremony for five of the Confederates buried there, and for a celebration of the camp reaching the remarkable milestone of 1,000 stones set. Speakers for the event included Commander David Chaltas, former Commander Faron Sparkman, historian Dr. Stephen Bowling, and researcher Carlos Brock. During the weekend of June 6 to June 8, Ben Caudill Camp re-enactors were encamped in the woods at Jonesville. Lively battles took place on the sunny slopes on both Saturday and Sunday, with several of our members participating. The crew of “Little Jesse” was there for both battles, and with the help of “R. C.” Kuhn turned in nearly flawless performances. Others who were there included Commander Chaltas, David Taylor, Richard Brown, Tim Blair, Okie Blair, Tabby Back, Britt Smith, and Garland Kiser. Finally, on June 10th, Carlos, Willis, Randall and Manton Ray traveled to Jackson in Breathitt County to conduct the 3rd monthly meeting of the Ben Caudill Camp Research Committee. The meeting took place in the Breathitt County Library with Dr. Stephen Bowling, a virtual warehouse of local historical information. With Carlos providing most of the questions, and Steve coming up with most of the answers, committee members agree that enough was gained to allow Faron to order two or three more stones for our Confederate ancestors! Let us not rest on our laurels; rather, in spite of the heat, in spite of increased expense, let us push on to Gladeville, VA, to honor our ancestors. And together, let us find ways to set as many stones as possible as soon as possible. Until then, I remain your elected servant, Manton Ray Cornett, 1st Lt. Commander

From the Adjutant’s Desk

The Colonel Ben E. Caudill Camp No. 1629 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans has approximately 80 members in its roster at the present time. The number is approximate due to National Headquarters delay in sending out updated roster. The last roster received still has the members of the Caudill Camp that started the new camp at Cornettsville listed. The time to pay dues for the upcoming year is rapidly approaching. I will start collecting said dues at the next meeting (July 17) though they are not due until the end of July. Unless something changes at the next National meeting, the cost to rejoin will increase by at least $10. The working at the Pound Gap Monument on May 17th went very good. The statue of the Confederate infantry soldier was set on a beautifully built platform and the stone with the Confederate verse at Arlington was placed. Also, the grass was cut and trash picked up. Roger Hall has done a fine job of painting the statue, showing much attention to detail. Members of the camp assisted the VFW with a memorial to all of Letcher County veterans at the Letcher County Military Museum in Whitesburg on Sunday, May 25. The new cannon, Yankee Buster, was fired three times in conjunction with the military salute supplied by the VFW honor guard. Several veterans and visitors thanked the camp for helping. After the event, free hotdogs and drinks were supplied. Camp members present got to tour the museum as well. A picture and story of the event was featured in the Community Press. Members of the camp held a dedication at the Sandlick Cemetery at the Monument on Monday, May 26. Once again, Yankee Buster was fired in honor of all veterans buried in the cemetery. This time, the cannon was fired by Letcher County Judge Jim Ward to begin the dedication. Later, the cannon was fired in conjunction with the military salute. Several small speeches were made and poems read. The mayor of Whitesburg, James Craft, the Letcher County School Superintendent, Anna Craft, and the county judge, Jim Ward assisted with the dedication. VFW State Commander, Jimmy Bates, was also present. Beautiful red, white and blue flowers made and supplied by Glenn and Fern Brown decorated each of the Confederate graves. Wendell Brown played taps with the bugle loaned to the camp by the Letcher County Military Museum. The Camp held a dedication and celebration at the Reverend Richard Smith Cemetery at Ary in Perry County on Sunday, June 1. This event marked the 1,000th Confederate tombstone set by the Caudill Camp since its conception. This number does not include the other stones set by the Camp such as the Revolution War, War of 1812, Union and others. Cannon fire, Military salutes, Music, Flags, Flowers, Taps (played by Glenn Brown with the bugle from the Museum) and speeches marked the event. A large crowd was on hand to watch the special event and dedication. Big Sandy Commander Sam Hatcher was on hand to record the special event. Several camp members participated in the reenactment at Elkhorn City on the weekend of May 24th and 25th. It is turning out to be a popular event for re-enactors due the location of the battle (alongside the river and the woods). Several camp members participated in the reenactment at Jonesville, Virginia, again this year. It was rumored that the farmer might change his mind and would allow the reenactment to be held there again next year. He had plans to develop the farm that was part of the actual battlefield. Also, Commander David Chaltas and Danny Taylor represented the Camp at the Kentucky Division meeting held in conjunction with the President Jefferson Davis Celebration held at Fairview on June 7th. (President Davis was born at Fairview and a 351 feet tall monument honors the only president of the Confederacy at the site). The reenactment of the Battle of Gladesville and Cranesnest will be held at Wise on the weekend of July 12th and 13th. (See www.battlesatwise.com ) Also, the reenactment to be held at Pound Gap at the Little Shepherd Amphitheatre will be held in August. Several camp members attended the planning meeting on June 12th at the Amphitheatre. All camp members should make an effort to support these two local events, either participate or be a spectator. The Battle of Saltville reenactment will be held the weekend of August 16th and 17th. Honoring the Memory of our Ancestors, I remain your Adjutant Brown.

Chaplain’s Comments

As we get ready to go into the field of honor and represent our ancestors, let us reflect upon them with pride. They were men who not only followed the banner of Caudill’s army, but the CROSS which was represented on the flag. There is no doubt in my mind that they had church services whenever they had opportunity; for death loomed with each passing second. They were a tough breed of men and served their cause and their God with undying devotion. They were true patriots like their fathers and grandfathers. They had faith. They believed. Their love of country, their rights and freedom was rooted in their devotion to God. They witnessed the Second Awakening. They WERE the Second Awakening and we, the descendents, must dawn their persona with the unshakable faith they possessed. For God, Country and Honor. Please prayer for the sick and the lost. If you have a prayer request, email them to me at the5thkycampkettle@yahoo.com God bless Dixie, Chaplain Tabby Back

Prayers of the People

Father we petition thee to remember those who we have previously listed. May your hand of mercy gently touch those infirmed and in need of your healing power. We pray for those lost along life’s highway and ask that we can be an example to all. May those who have lost a loved one be given the Comforter in their time of sorrow. For those lukewarm to your gospel, we pray for boldness in offering them a guiding light. Special prayers go out for Haillie, Tracy, Ray, Dave, LeeAnn, Chris, Jason, Tonya, and for all those unknown, unspoken prayers, we pray that you will pour down your blessings. We thank you and love you for your gracious gift of life. 

Bluegrass Confederate-Captain Guerrant’s Diary

June 19, 1864 (Pine Mountain, Harlan County, KY)

Started early, followed Martin’s Fork to its source and crossed the Cumberland Mountain at Pennington’s Gap, the broadest, roughest gap I ever saw. We were three hours at least crossing this terrible mountain, and when we touched Virginia’s sacred and renowned soil beyond, we felt like singing a triumphal song of deliverance, as Moses and Miriam sung so sublimely on the banks of the Red Sea! Every heart thanked God, that he had brought us safely out of Kentucky, back to Old Virginia, where at least we could lie down and sleep. Charley Carter looked back over the rugged mountains of Kentucky and exclaimed “that is a wicked world over there.” He was willing to give it to the Yankees, rather than fight about it. Slept at Mr. Hill’s tonight (Lee County, Virginia) without even a vidette between me and the Yankee garrison at Cumberland Gap, 30 miles distant. Slept soundly tho’ because I was on Old Virginia’s soil. 

Sayings of the Month

""This government subjects everything to the Northern majority. Is there not, then, a settled purpose to check the Southern interest? How can the Southern members prevent the adoption of the most oppressive mode of taxation in the Southern States, as there is a majority in favor of the Northern States?" Patrick Henry, delivered in the Virginia Convention 1788

Abraham Lincoln once asked General (Winfield) Scott the question: "Why is it that you were once able to take the City of Mexico in three months with 5,000 men, and we have been unable to take Richmond with 100,000 men?" "I will tell you," said General Scott. "The men who took us into the City of Mexico are the same men who are keeping us out of Richmond." (Confederate Veteran Magazine, September 1913, page 471)

Trivia Questions

1. Which Georgia Park contains Providence Spring, a clear-water spring that appeared miraculously during the hot summer of 1864? 

2. Which city in Virginia contains the site of Chimborazo, the Confederacy’s largest military hospital? 

3. What Georgia Park commemorates the Confederate’s successful effort to slow Sherman’s infamous march through Georgia? 

4. What Mississippi Park commemorates General Nathan Bedford Forrest? 

5. Which park contains the Surrender Triangle? 

6. What massive Virginia Park contains a 100-mile driving tour within its various segments? 

7. What is the largest of the National Park Service’s Civil War parks? 

8. Which national battlefield in Virginia features a hollowed-out area known as the “Crater”, caused by a monumental underground explosion? 

9. Which park commemorates Ulysses S. Grant’s famous “Unconditional surrender” ultimatum? 

10. Which park contains the Hornet’s Nest, the site of the battle’s most vicious fight? 

Answers to Trivia Questions

1. Andersonville National Historic Park 

2. Richmond. The Chimborazo site is a part of the Richmond National Battlefield Park. 

3. Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston’s actions slowed General Sherman’s approach to Atlanta. 

4. Brice’s Crossroads National Battlefield Park. Here in June of 1864, Forrest’s troops struck at General Sherman’s. Though outnumbered more than two to one, Forrest inflicted massive losses. 

5. Appomattox Court House, the site of Lee’s surrender to Grant in 1865. 

6. The Richmond National Battlefield Park, which occupies several sites in and around the city. 

7. Chickamauga and Chattanooga, containing more than 8,000 acres. 

8. Petersburg National Battlefield. The Crater explosion was the brainchild of coal miners in the 48th Pennsylvania Infantry. 

9. Fort Donelson National Battlefield in Tennessee. Here Grant faced his old friend and now Confederate enemy, Simon Bolivar Buckner. 

10. Shiloh National Military Park in Tennessee. 

A Salute to our Honorary Members!

1000 Stones Set with 393 Dedications

Minutes

May 15, 2008

The Colonel Ben E. Caudill Camp No. 1629 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans held its monthly meeting at the Letcher County Vocational School in Whitesburg on Thursday, May 15, 2008. Members present were: Danny Taylor, David Chaltas, Manton Ray Cornett, Carlos Brock, Willis Strong, Randall Haddix, Wayne Watts, Richard Brown, Tabby Back, Quenton Childers, Garland Kiser, David Brown, Troy Cornett, and his grandson, Matt Smith (interested in joining). 

Sergeant at Arms Wayne Watts called the meeting to order then led the Pledge of Allegiance. Commander Chaltas led the Salute to the Confederate Flag. Chaplain Tabby Back opened with word of prayer. Danny Taylor lit candles representing members who have before us, then read their names. Commander gave opening remarks, stressing that the camp keep a journal of its actions. The Ancestor Roll Call was given. Commander talked about the Childers stones and article. Tabby read scriptures and told about the article on Kenny’s mother being in the Kentucky Explorer. He reminded everyone that every day is a blessing. He then took prayer request and gave special prayer. Sergeant Watts announced that a quorum was present and the camp could conduct business. Richard Brown made a motion to give the first reading of the amendment changing Article 4 section 4 from 12 members to 10 to make a quorum, Manton seconded, motion passed. After the reading, Carlos made a motion to accept the change, Wayne seconded, motion passed. Wayne made a motion to allow Anthony Blair, Jonathan Adams, and Tanner Maggard to join our camp, Carlos seconded, motion passed. Danny made a motion to accept Les Williamson, Ray Adkins, Ronnie Bowling and Mike McMeal as Honorary Members of the Camp, Wayne seconded, motion passed. Wayne Watts made a motion to accept Matt Chandler’s scholarship application ($250) and to award said scholarship to Matt, David seconded, motion passed. Adjutant Brown read minutes from last month’s meeting (April 17), note changes; Richard Smith to William Smith, change replication to replica and add “wife of” to Manton Ray in prayer request. Manton made motion to accept minutes with changes, Wayne seconded, motion passed. Danny read a poem by a Blevins entitled “Its not about Us”. Lt. Commander Cornett gave his report. He said that they had brought the newest cannon back to Letcher County. It was fired several times at the School of the Soldier and the Cumberland Gap reenactment. They set five stones for the soldiers killed at the mouth of Nealy Creek in Knott County, but buried on Bill D Hall Branch. Told about the Cumberland Gap reenactment and about the upcoming setting of the 1000 tombstone at Ary. 2nd Lt. Commander Willis Strong gave his report. Adjutant Richard Brown gave the Adjutant’s Report. Commander Chaltas read a story about protecting our heritage by Country singer, Trace Adkins. Tabby talked about Public Relations, said we should help promote the reenactment at the Little Shepherd Amphitheatre at Pound Gap on August 8. Suggested that the camp put an advertisement in the local paper in July about it being time to rejoin the SCV. He also suggested that we should reach out to old members of the camp who had not rejoined, encouraging them to do so, possibly someone could sponsor an old member. We should make plans to design and set a stone at the Sandlick Cemetery in honor of our camp members who have gone before us. David made a motion to accept Kevin Day, Shirley Sexton and the staff of 103.9 as Honorary Members due to their help at the radio station, Wayne seconded, motion passed. There will be a dedication by the camp at the Sandlick Cemetery at 12 am, all camp members are urged to attend. We will need to borrow a bugle. Commander Chaltas will have it announced on the radio. Commander Chaltas presented a prototype of the SCV license plate made by Graphics Design. He will present it to Dr. Hiter at the Kentucky Division meeting at Fairview this June 6. There will be a working at the Pound Gap Monument at 10:00 A.M. Saturday, Garland will bring his tools to lay the blocks. Manton made a motion to name the new cannon “Yankee Buster” in honor of Ben Buster Taylor and to put a small plaque on the gun telling of the honor, Carlos seconded, motion passed. Commander Chaltas recommended that we have the names of the battles that the cannons participate in put on the trailers that carry them. He also announced that he and Danny Taylor would be going to Fairview for the Kentucky Division meeting and celebration of the 200th birthday of President Jefferson Davis. He also noted that Confederate Kin II had been ordered. Carlos Brock gave the research committee report, the last meeting (May 13) being held at the Letcher County Library along with the Historical Society. The society wants to help look for soldiers and will be glad to help with any type of research. The next meeting will be held on the third Tuesday of next month at Breathitt County Library. They will try to hold a meeting at the Wise County Library before the reenactment in July of this year. Richard is to ask permission from the Fiscal Court to set an In Memory stone for Bob Bentley at the old Jenkins High School. Commander Chaltas will try to organize a trash pick-up. Randell Haddix announced that the next Blacksmith’s Association meeting will be held on Saturday. The Blacksmiths will be at the reenactment at Elkhorn City. Manton Ray suggested that the camp obtain a tax number if we didn’t already have one. Danny will check on whether we still have one or not. Randell stated that he was erroneously listed as a lieutenant on the camp’s website. Wayne Watts gave a very good and interesting presentation on sharpshooters during the War Between the States. He said that Confederate sharpshooters were more effective than their counterparts due to their tactics (even though the Yankees were better equipped and some were even better shots). Richard read the Trivia Questions. Wayne said that there was a new sutler on-line that had good prices, he would find out the name. The next meeting is June 19. Commander Chaltas closed the meeting with prayer. 

Executive Council Meeting
Conducted by email

Agenda Developed 

Take Caudill Flag to Mosby’s for display that we will design

Continue Membership Drive

Expenditures: 
Quartermaster: Quinten Childers 

Public Relations Committee Report: Tabby Back

Book Committee Report

Hallowed Ground Gravesite Committee Report: Carlos Brock
Colors across the Commonwealth: Commander Chaltas

Pound Gap Project Progress

Approved name of cannon: Yankee Buster

Agenda

June 19, 2008

Call Business meeting to order-Sgt. At Arms-Watts

Pledges

Prayer-Scripture Reading-Chaplain Tabby Back

Ancestral Roll Call-All members

Welcome-Recognition of new SCV, Honorary & Associate Members
(HAND OUT: Membership Applications)

State if there is a Quorum present

Reading/Approval of Minutes-camp member

2nd Lt. Commander’s Comments

New Business 

2nd Reading of Quorum Amendment

1000th Stone Dedication Discussed

Naming of Mountain Howitzer: Yankee Buster (Presented to Fiscal Court)

Confederate Kin II-

Revision of Confederate Kin I

CHECKING Signatures

Vote on paying membership for: 

Jason ‘Big Tree’ Adams

Honorary Members recommendation: 

Open Floor
ü Events Committee-Report on Status of 2008 events: 

ü Public Relations Committee-Tabby Back

ü Book Review Committee-Report: Request to revise/edit CK, Volume I
ü Sentry on Pound Gap Mountain

ü Trash Pickup at Pound Gap 

ü Iron Cross Order

ü Black Smith Report

Trivia- 
Speaker/Presentation-

Adjourn by Prayer

